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‘| shouldn’t be pampered like this’

Winner of Young Scientist Award says he still has a l(mg way to go

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
FEBRUARY 7

T 30. this civil
- engineering pro-

fessor is often
mistaken for one of his
students. Dr Deepankar
Choudhury, an assistant
professor at the Indian
Institute of Technology,
Powai, is this year’s lone
recipient of the Young
Scientist Award for engi-
neering science.

Rather modest about
receving the award from
the Indian Science
Congress Associalion—a
branch of the govern-
ment’s Department of
Science and Technology—
Choudhury says: “Awards
are an inspiration, but I
should not be pampered

30-year-old Despankar Choudhury won the award for his
paper on the study of laying foundations on black soil

this early in my carcer.”

Choudhury won the
award, in the below-32
category, for his paper on
the study of laying con-
crete foundations on black
soil. The Indian black
soil—found commonly in
states like Madhya
Pradesh and

Maharashtra—swells up
during monsoons. This
seasonal heaving or
swelling causes cracks in
building and roads con-
structed.

“I have proposed a for-
mula to calculate the
swelling pressure so it can
be accounted for during

To promote excellence invarious
fizids of science and iechnology,
ascheme of awands for young
scigntisls in the Councit of Stien-
{ific and Industrial Hesearch sys
tem wasintroduced in 1887, Five
awards, one in each of the follow-

ing fields. are given annually:
1 Biologicat Sciences
B Chesnical Scienees

B Earth, Aimosphere, Ocegan and

Planetary Sci

B Enginesning
B Physical Sciences

foundation design,”
explains Choudhury. A
geotechnical engineer,
Choudhury’s real passion
is designing foundations
that can withstand seismic
pressure—earthquake-
resistant foundations.




