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 In search of a possible solution

T 18 not everyone’s cup of
1§ tea to try hard and win the
| § National Award for the
best research work done
by young teachers in an engi-
neering institute. But, a profes-
sor of the National Institute of
Technology in Tiruchi, V. Jothi
Prakash, has this rare distinc-
fion, and what's more, his re-
dearch was on a topic that just
tould not be ignored — water
fespurce management.
| A senior lecturer in the de-
artment of Civil Engineering,
{IT, his interest in water re-
ources and their effective util-
ation was kindled by the lack
f water in his native town Ti-
thani in Tiruvallur district.
“My village is rather drought
rone. Effective management
of water resources could sglve
much of the water erisis,” Mr.
Prakash said.
| In his research work, he
studied the processes of rain-
yater harvesting, reservoir op-
eration, and interlinking of
rivers, which, according to him,
if efficient, could be a viable
solution for the water crisis.
| He has conducted eight
workshops and three training
programmes for students.
| Rainwater harvesting was a
foud step towards water con-
lervaﬁun. he said. He has de-

F on water

veloped a software as part of
his research project on reser-
voir operation.

He said that the interlinking
of rivers could be carried out
with a minimal ecological
damage, though rehabilitation
would be a major problem.

He said rainwater harvesting
was an age-old method of wa-
ter conservation. “It is as sim-
ple as temple tanks. They are

all water conservation devices.
Now, we have tapped over 90
per cent of the available
groundwater and have fo re-
tum to the traditional methods
again,” Mr. Prakash said.

He has published more than
80 papers on the subject in
conferences and journals.

Now, he has eight projects
worth Rs.48 lakhs, including
three on water resource man-

agement, sponsored by the
World Bank through the Public
Works Department in the
pipeline.

Other projects funded by the
All-India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), Depart-
ment of Science and Technol-
ogy and Ministry of Human
Resource Development too
take up a lot of his time.

He won the Surendranath
Banerjee Memorial Gold Medal
in 2000, instituted by the In-
stitution of Engineers. He
bagged the AICTE. Career Fel-
lowship Award for the young
teacher (2002- 03), which also
earned him a research grant for
three years. He also won the
Young Engineer Award institut-
ed by the Indian National A-
cademy of Engineering (2004)
and the Hemprabha S.N. Gup-
ta Prize (2003-2004) instituted
by the Institution of Engineers
for the best- work in river
engineering.

He won the Young Scientist
prize installed by the Depart-
ment of Science and Technol-
ogy. Prizes apart, he looks
forward to the practical appli-
cation of his thesis.

From Prathibha
Parameswaran in Tiruchi.
Photo: R.M. Rajarathinar.
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JOTHIPRAKASH, Lecturer,

Department of Civil

Engineering, National
Institute of Technology, Tiruchi,
has been honoured with the
‘INAE Young Engineer Award" by
the Indian National Academy of
Engineering, New Dethi.

He is one

among 12
persons in the

Technology,
and the Indian
Institute of Science. Dr.
Jothiprakash is also the first
teacher from the National
Institutes of Technology in the
country to receive the award
since 1996, when it was
constituted. Eminent researchers
below the age of 35 years and
working in engineering colleges
and other research organisations
are awarded by the INAE every
year to encourage inventions,
investigation, and research in
pursuit of excellence in
Engineering.

He has been awarded for his
contribution in the field of water
resources management, rainwater
harvesting, interlinking of rivers,
and also for disseminating his
knowledge through eight training
programmes and three
workshops. He received the
award from the Vice-President in
New Delhi.

At a simple function held at
NIT, Tiruchi, last week, he was
felicitated by the Institute
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